
“The Time Machine”  

Undefeated WHS FB Teams 

Article #14 

 

This first “Time Machine” football article for the fall of 2023 is about all WHS undefeated teams 

in the first 80 years of the 20th century.  There are seven, however only five have unblemished 

records, no losses, and no ties.  In chronological order: 

 

1910 WHS Football Team (6-0-0) 
Coach Ed Chestnut 

 

Wadena High School fielded their first football team in 1903.  Seven years later they had 

assembled one of the best teams in Minnesota.  To support that claim, not only did they go 6-0, 

but no opponent was able to score against them.  WHS beat Perham, Staples, Fergus Falls, 

Brainerd, Little Falls, and Detroit (Detroit Lakes effective 1927).  Their largest margin of victory 

was 50-0 over Perham, while their closest score, 5-0, was against Fergus Falls.  Note that 

touchdowns were worth 5 points at that time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

1925 WHS Football Team (5-0-0) 
Coach Rosenberger 

 

In the previous year, the 1924 season, WHS’s small but speedy gridders got off 

to a great start beating Brainerd 12-0 in the season opener.  Their next 

opponent, the Moorhead Spuds, were much bigger than the locals.  In a pre-

game Fargo Forum article, it claimed this would be an easy game for 

Moorhead, allowing for liberal use of their subs.  WHS won 20-13.  

Unfortunately, a number of WHS players had not been taking care of their 

academic obligations.  With the full support of the school board and the 

taxpayers, Superintendent Hays declared those players ineligible.  For lack of a 

full roster Wadena’s remaining games had to be forfeited. They may have won those three 

games, if only….  The good news is that many of the 1924 team would be back on this 1925 

team, including Verl “Gus” Young.  You might recall “The Time Machine” article #12, “Who 

was Gus Young?  With Young, a pair of Zosels, and captain Robert King, the locals beat Osakis, 

Frazee, Park Rapids, Staples, and Detroit (Detroit Lakes effective 1927) to go 5-0-0.  Their 

largest margin of victory was against Osakis 25-0, their smallest margin was 6-0 against Park 

Rapids. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1932 WHS Football Team (5-0-0)  
Coach Anton Chermak  

Members of this 1932 team include some familiar faces if you 

have been a regular time traveler. You may recall T. Edison 

Smith (golfed his age over 3,000 times for world record), Squeak 

Johnson (Gopher back for Bernie Bierman), and Russ Askew 

(jump ball after each basket) from “The Time Machine” in 

articles number 2, 3, and 6 respectively. 

This 1932 team went 5-0-0 by defeating Brainerd (13-6), Pelican 

Rapids, Parkers Prairie, Sauk Rapids (33-0), and Mahnomen.  

Late season games versus Staples and Sauk Centre were 

cancelled due to weather. At the end of the season the Wadena 

Lions Club treated these boys to a trip to Memorial Stadium to 

watch the Gophers take on the Purdue Boilermakers. 

 

 

 



 

 

1936 WHS Football Team (5-0-1) 
Coach: Anton Chermak 

 

Wadena’s school spirit was likely quite high going into the 1936 football season.  Last year’s 

basketball team played in the Minnesota State High School basketball tournament championship 

game against Bemidji, losing 26-20.  Last year’s basketball team and this year’s football team 

shared the same head coach, Anton Chermak. 

But for a 6-6 tie against Fergus Falls, WHS would have had a perfect record.  The last game of 

the season, against Alexandria, was canceled due to weather. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

1943 WHS Football Team (6-0-0) 
Coach: Robert Mauer 

  

 

  

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Dick Schmitz, team leader, team captain.  Brainerd’s legendary 

basketball and football coach, Fred Kellett, once referred to Schmitz 

as “The Rock of Gibraltar.” 



1944 WHS Football Team (8-0-0)  
Coach: Robert Mauer 

 

By season’s end the WHS football team was riding a two-year, 14-game winning streak.  These 

were the sophomore and junior years of Cleon Erckenbrack (see article #4, “The Courage of 

Cleon”). 

Next year, the 1945 season, would start with a 6-0 win over Sebeka, extending the streak to 

fifteen in a row.  The following week Long Prairie put an end to the longest winning streak in 

WHS football’s history.  A record that still stands today.   

For the 1945-46 school year Mower took a one-year leave to enlist in the U.S. Navy.  Upon 

discharge Mower returned to Wadena where he continued to teach and coach. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1961 WHS Football Team (8-0-1) 
Coach: John Conzemius 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the conclusion of the 1961 football season 

WHS was ranked 5th in the state.  One class, no 

playoffs, ranked fifth! 

Wadena’s first five wins each resulted in shutouts.  

Except for a 25-25 tie against Detroit Lakes, this 

1961 WHS football team was perfect.  Their 

largest margin of victory was in the last game of 

the year, against Park Rapids, 41-14. 

 

 



Your Assignment 

 
Dear time traveler, your assignment, should you choose to accept it, is to pick the team(s) that 

you think deserve(s) the WHS football “Best of the Best” all-time (1900-80) recognition.  I 

believe I can make a case for 3-4 teams.  Each one has something unique about it’s season.  So 

tell me your pick(s) and why.  My email is listed below.  Vote early and vote often.  Final report 

pending. 
 

Jebb Willis – WCHS Volunteer 

jebbwillis1955@gmail.com 

 


